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JOHN HOWE

John Howe is a freelance illustrator born August 21, 1957 in Vancouver, British Columbia. A year after graduating from high school, Howe went to a college in Strasbourg, France then studied at the Ecole des Arts Decoratifs. He currently resides in Switzerland with his wife, Fataneh, who is also an illustrator, and his son Dana.
John Howe first became acquainted with his future friend Alan Lee on a Singapore Airline in 1998. According to Alan Lee at John Howe’s personal site, it was the beginning of a friendship and “[their] part of the adventure of creating the look of Middle-earth for Peter Jackson’s film trilogy of ‘Lord of the Rings’” (http://www.john-howe.com/biography/afterword.htm). Howe and Lee shared a studio at Weta where they worked together on re-creating the mythical work of Lord of the Rings.
Howe has worked on many pieces besides Lord of the Rings including, but certainly not limited to: political cartoons, magazine illustrations, comics, animated films, advertisings, and various book covers.
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“His paintings always grasp as the most vivid moments. The detail and scope of his imagery is always impressive, always lifting the viewer’s gaze to new heights. He is a true Gothicist in his art, and in the liveliness of his mind, his insatiable curiosity and in his genuine love for the values of chivalry as well as its trappings” (excerpt from the John Howe website: http://www.john-howe.com/biography/afterword.htm).
To find out more about John Howe and to see a collection of his artwork, visit his website at: http://www.john-howe.com/. 

To see pictures like those from this site, please visit: http://www.kaobang.com/index.php?2006/12/12/2-john-howe-en-dedicace-a-kaobang and http://slavs.org.ua/illyustratsii-k-vlastelinu-kolets (for the last site you will have to scroll down a bit to see the work).

©Please note that all pictures are, of course, property of John Howe.
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